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(2)  Schools originally of the grammar type which had become
impoverished and were now primary schools.
(3)  Petty schools functioning as preparatory to grammar-
schools.
(4)  Parochial endowed schools.   Many of these were charity
schools endowed by wealthy individuals living in the locality who
were stimulated by the example of such institutions as Christ's
Hospital.
(5)  Private schools.
The first three classes Tiave already received attention and the
last will be considered later in this chapter. The fourth class merits
a more detailed study. The Reports of the Charity Commissioners
(1818-43) list 460 endowed non-classical schools as existing before
1698, but this total is known to be incomplete. Moreover, private
individuals continued to endow schools in the 18th century, many
of which at the time of their establishment had no connection with
the philanthropic societies. The explanation of this educational
activity in the 17th century lies partly in the new intellectual and
social forces which were spreading and partly in the religious
motive.
One of the earliest of 17th-century endowed schools for primary
education is that of Henley-upon-Thames. Carlisle describes it as
follows: "Dame Elizabeth Penam about the year of Our Lord
1609 founded and endowed a Charity School in ... Henley upon
Thames, for the education in writing, reading and casting accounts
(but not in grammar learning), clothing and apprenticing twenty
poor boys of the said town."1
In fact, the intention of the Long Parliament seems to have been
to set up a system of primary schools which, if it had been carried
out, would have created parochial schools somewhat on the model
of Scotland. Thus the Act for the Better Propagation and Preach-
ing of the Gospel in Wales and Redress of Some Grievances, 22nd
February 1649, set up about sixty free schools in Wales. The
schools were endowed by funds obtained through the disestablish-
ment and partial disendowment of the Welsh Church. Later in the
same year another Act allocated the first fruits and tenths, which
since the Reformation had been in the hands of the Crown, to
augment the stipends of preaching ministers and schoolmasters. It
is of interest to note that this was the first grant ever made by the
1 Carlisle. Endowed Grammar Schools of England and Wales, Vol. II, p. 307.